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Stranger a 
Everyth ing was perfect t ha t Thanksgiving morning until Davey made his simple request. 
Simple to him, anyway. 
"I have to check on the turkey," 
Margo decided, giving me a look that 
said, "You handle it!" 
Fortunately, Rob, our older boy, 
came in from outdoors at that moment. 
"Man, does it smell good in here!" he 
exclaimed, tossing his jacket onto the 
piano bench. "Need any help, Dad?" 
"I could use some about now," I re-
plied. But not the kind you can give, I 
added to myself. "We'll need those extra 
chairs from the basement. Let's get them 
right now." 
"Boy, it'll be good to see Rick and 
Charlie again," Rob said as we headed 
for the basement stairs. He and his teen-
age cousins were great pals. 
"Dad," Davey's voice began, "what 
about Mr. Larchmont?" 
Rob frowned. "Mr. Larchmont? You 
mean that old dude who lives in that 
dinky little house on the corner? The one 
who's always feeding ducks at the park?" 
"That's the one," I replied. 
"So what about him?" Rob asked. 
"Well," I said, not knowing exactly 
how to tell him. 
"I want to invite Mr. Larchmont to 
have Thanksgiving dinner with us," 
Davey interrupted. 
Rob's mouth dropped open. "Get 
serious! That old guy here for Thanks-
giving? Come on!" 
"He's not so old!" Davey protested. 
"Ok, that's enough," I said firmly. 
"We'll talk about it later, Dave. Right 
now Rob and I have to get those chairs 
from downstairs. OK?" 
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"He can have some of my turkey if 
you're afraid he'd eat too much," Davey 
went on. 
"We'll talk about it later," I repeated. 
"Let's go, Rob." 
R o b shook his head as we went down 
the basement stairs. "What a dumb idea! 
Man, that Davey!" 
"Well, if you look at it f rom his view-
point, it probably seems very logical," I 
replied. "Apparently he's made friends 
with Mr. Larchmont and found out he 
has no place to go for Thanksgiving 
dinner, so why not bring him here? 
Davey's just a little boy, you know. 
Look at these chairs! They'll need a 
good dust ing before we take them 
upstairs." 
"Yeah, but can you see the look on 
Aunt Hazel's face if she walked in and 
saw a guy like him sitting in our living 
room?" R o b chortled. "She'd probably 
faint!" 
"I doubt that," I told him, grinning in 
spite of myself. My sister did tend to be a 
little on the uppity side. 
"You aren ' t really considering it, 
though," Rob surmised. "Are you?" 
"No, not really," I admitted. 
"That 's good," he said. "Maybe he's 
lived here for a long time, but we don't 
even know him. Besides, he wouldn't fit 
"Excuse me, Rob," I interrupted. "Let 
me find some dust rags. Be right back." 
Davey was waiting for me at the top 
of the stairs. "So, can I, Dad? Can I T 
"Forget it!" Rob yelled f rom the 
basement. 
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Stranger 
at our table . . . 
(from page 3) 
I shut the basement door. "I 'm really 
busy right now, Son," I told him, forcing 
a smile. "Margo, I need some dust rags 
for the extra chairs." 
"Hall closet, bottom shelf," she called 
f rom the kitchen. "In a white sack." 
"But when are we gonna talk?" Davey 
wanted to know. "I have to tell him so 
he'll have time to get ready." 
"In a minute," I promised, locating 
the white sack. 
R o b was writing his name in dust on 
the back of one of the chairs when I 
returned to the basement. "Think you 
can take care of the dusting by your-
self?" I asked. "I have some unfinished 
business upstairs." 
"Like letting Davey down easy," Rob 
said. "Right?" 
"Right," I agreed. "Which won't be 
easy." 
"Look, there's a place for guys like 
Mr. Larchmont," Rob replied. "The 
mission over on Main Street is serving 
free turkey dinners today. They were 
asking for donations at church last 
Sunday." 
"Yeah, I know. I was there. Let me 
know when you're finished, Son. And 
do a good job; otherwise it'll reflect on 
your mother." 
"Man, Dad, you're always saying 
stuff like that! Maybe I should just leave 
them dusty. That way they can't reflect 
anything! Humor. Get it?" 
I gave him a withering look and 
headed back up the stairs. Rob was 
quite a kid, and we got along pretty well. 
What he had said earlier about us 
hardly knowing Mr. Larchmont bother-
ed me a little, though. It was true. He 
was our neighbor, too. As Christians we 
had tried to set a good example for our 
sons, but had we really? I wasn't so sure. 
Still, I couldn't blame Rob. Our own 
fault or not, Mr. Larchmont was still 
practically a stranger, a virtual recluse. 
Davey wasn't at the top of the stairs as 
I had expected him to be, so I relaxed 
momentarily and headed for the kit-
chen. One look at Margo told me we 
had trouble. 
"What's wrong? ' I asked, frowning. 
"Mrs. Winnick called and said she 
won't be with us this year," Margo re-
plied. "She had a chance to go to her 
friend's house for dinner. There'll be 
people her own age there, and she 
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thought it sounded like fun. I told her to 
go on." 
Mrs. Winnick was an elderly neigh-
bor who had been a welcome guest for 
the past five Thanksgivings. She would 
be missed, of course, but why should 
Margo be upset about that? I asked her. 
"Davey was with me when she called," 
Margo explained. "I told him while you 
were downstairs that we might not have 
room for Mr. Larchmont at our table, 
so when he found out Mrs. Winnick 
wouldn't be here he took that as mean-
ing there would be room." 
I stared at my wife. "And?" 
"And he's on his way to the park right 
now," Margo answered. 
"Margo . . . " I began. 
"I didn't know what to tell him," she 
interrupted. "He started quoting the 
pastor's sermon last Sunday. You know, 
all about helping those who have less 
than we do, and how Jesus' example 
should be our guide, and on and on. 
Then my gravy boiled over. He just left, 
so you can probably still catch him if 
you hurry." 
I grabbed a sweater and took off. My young son's plaid jacket was just disappearing around the corner 
when I reached the sidewalk. 
"Davey!" I shouted. But he was too 
far away to hear me. I started running. 
"Happy Thanksgiving!" Mrs. Crow-
ley, our next-door neighbor, greeted. 
" H a p p y Thanksgiving to you!" I 
replied. 
"Finally started jogging, eh?" our 
local physical fitness nut asked as I 
passed his house. "Wait a minute, and 
I'll join you." 
"Maybe some other time," I managed. 
"Your stride's all wrong!" he called 
after me. 
I caught up with Davey just as he 
entered the park. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Larchmont's bench was right on the 
perimeter, and Mr. Larchmont himself 
was occupying it. 
"Dad!" Davey exclaimed. "I didn't 
know you were behind me!" 
"Have to talk to you," I wheezed, try-
ing to catch my breath. "Right now." 
"You mean even before I invite Mr. 
Larchmont to our house for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner?" Davey asked. "Why are you 
breathing so hard?" 
"You want me to come for dinner?" 
Mr. Larchmont said, obviously sur-
prised. "Well, that 's very nice of you, 
Davey " 
"Davey, why don't you go get a 
drink?" I suggested, still winded. "You 
know where the fountain is, don't you?" 
"Yes, but I 'm not thirsty, Dad," he 
told me. 
"I'm going to see how long it takes 
you to get to the fountain and back," I 
announced , glancing at my watch. 
"Ready, go!" 
Off he went, and I turned to face his 
elderly friend. "Good morning, Mr. 
Larchmont," I said, extending my hand. 
"Nice to see you. I appreciate the kind-
ness you've shown Davey." 
Mr. Larchmont shook my hand. "You 
needn't worry, I won't be coming to 
your house for dinner." 
"What are you talking about?" I 
asked, caught off guard. "I didn't men-
tion the dinner!" 
"It was Davey's idea, wasn't it?" he 
went on. "Inviting me, I mean." 
"Well, yes," I admitted, "but " 
"Children Davey's age don't under-
stand that some people just aren't invited 
to dinner in other people's houses," Mr. 
Larchmont continued. He looked at me. 
"But I understand, Mr. Wells. I'll just 
tell your son that I have other plans." 
"Even if you don't?" I asked. 
"I'm not poor, you know," he inform-
ed me. "I have a small pension and my 
Social Security check. I have enough to 
live on if I 'm careful. I won't go hungry 
today." 
As he talked I began to see what 
Davey saw in his friend. Mr. Larchmont 
was much more than some "old dude at 
the park," as Rob had described him, or 
the neighborhood recluse. He was a 
kind, warm man. 
"What would it take to change your 
mind?" I heard myself ask. 
Children Davey's age 
don't understand 
that some people 
just aren't invited 
to dinner in 
other people's houses. 
Evangelical Visitor 
"About what?" he questioned. 
"About coming to our home for 
Thanksgiving dinner," I said. "I really 
wish you would, for Davey's sake, if 
nothing else. It means a lot to him." 
"And your family won't object, hav-
ing a stranger like me at the table?" he 
wanted to know. 
"You're a neighbor," I corrected, avoid-
ing a direct answer to his question. Rob 
would be less than thrilled, to put it 
mildly, but it would be good for him to 
see Christian charity in action. Margo, 
of course, would take it all in stride. I 
smiled at the prospect of my sister's 
reaction. 
I was in for a pleasant surprise. Cer-
tainly Thanksgiving dinner was a little 
different at our house that year, but in 
many ways it was the best we ever had. 
We made no apologies for Mr. Larch-
mont and offered no explanation for his 
presence, other than "he's a friend of the 
family." Tha t seemed to satisfy ev-
eryone. (Fortunately, Rob was up in his 
room looking for a frisbee during intro-
ductions!) 
One of our traditions was to go 
around the table before we ate, with 
each person telling why he or she was 
especially thankful. Some spoke of good 
health, passing algebra (that was Rob), 
or finding employment. Others shared a 
spiritual praise, thanking the Lord for 
his salvation and love or for an answer 
to prayer. 
Davey, of course, was thankful that 
his special friend was with us on "turkey 
day." Then it was Mr. Larchmont 's 
turn, and he touched us all in a special 
way. 
"I've lived over seventy years now and 
have had much to be thankful for," he 
began in a scratchy voice, "but today 
I've learned that there are still people 
who care and are willing to share their 
home and their food with an old man 
they hardly know. This is a Thanksgiv-
ing I'll never forget, and I thank God for 
each one of you, and especially for my 
young friend, Davey." 
Davey smiled up at him, and there 
was spontaneous applause. We didn't 
usually clap at the table, but for some 
reason it seemed very appropriate at 
that moment. My sister had tears in her 
eyes. 
"When do we eat?" Rob asked sud-
denly. "I'm hungry!" 
Everyone laughed and dinner was 
served; but as Mr. Larchmont had said, 
it was a Thanksgiving we would never 
forget. 
Selection process for 
leadership begins 
Naming of bishops 
The Bishops Nominating Commit-
tee is scheduled to meet Monday 
evening, all day Tuesday, and Wed-
nesday till noon, if necessary, Decem-
ber 27, 28 and 29 at the Elizabeth-
town (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
At this meeting the committee will be 
exploring an initial roster of persons 
for consideration for nomination to 
the positions of bishop in the Brethren 
in Christ Church for the period of 
1984-90. 
If you wish to give suggestions for 
considerat ion for the position of 
bishop, contact should be made with 
the BNC representative in your area 
of the regional conference. Personnel 
on the Bishops Nominating Commit-
tee as confirmed at General Confer-
ence are as follows: 
Chairman—Arthur M. Climenha-
ga, General Secretary. 
Allegheny Conference—Curtis Bry-
ant, John Bundy, James Ernst, Carl 
Ginder, Eugene Heidler, Earl Herr, 
Pat Kipe, Simon Lehman, Lome 
Lichty, Morris Sherk, Lynn Thrush, 
Maurice Bender. 
Atlantic Conference—Dale Alli-
son, Francis Bishop, Paul Buckwal-
ter, Dale H. Engle, Calvin Hamblin, 
Wanda Heise, Luke L. Keefer, Sr., 
Clair Shenk, Dwayne Stutzman, 
John Arthur Brubaker. 
Canadian Conference—James R. 
Cober, R. Dale Shaw, Ray Sider, 
Winifred Swalm, Gerald E. Tyrrell, 
John R. Sider. 
Central Conference—Glenn Hen-
sel, Ronald Slabaugh, Paul Smucker, 
Alice Grace Zercher, Samuel Bru-
baker. 
Midwest Conference—Lowell 
Abeldt, Warren Hoffman, Charles 
A. Norman. 
Pacific Conference—Joyce Gin-
der, Robert Hempy, Jake Stern, Gor-
don D. Engle. 
Board and Agency Representatives— 
H. Frank Kipe (Missions), Wayne H. 
Schiedel (Schools and Colleges), W. 
Dale Allison (Benevolence), W. 
Lloyd Hogg (Christian Education), 
Luke Keefer Jr . (Ministerial Creden-
tials), Louis O. Cober (Publication). 
Ex officio Representatives—Walter 
Winger (Commission on Steward-
ship), Harold Chubb (General Trea-
surer), Merle Brubaker (Nominating 
Committee Personnel Secretary), R. 
Donald Shafer (General Secretary-
elect). 
Creation of new boards 
The Board of Administration in its 
function as a nominating committee 
is scheduled to meet at the Elizabeth-
town Brethren in Christ Church on 
Wednesday afternoon and evening, 
December 29 and Thursday morn-
ing, Dec. 30, 1982. One of its func-
tions is to establish procedures and 
scheduling for the creation of the new 
boards authorized by General Con-
ference of 1982, which will begin 
functioning in time to prepare recom-
mendations for General Conference 
of 1984. 
The involvement of people through-
out the denomination through pray-
ers and communication is welcomed. 
Communications may be made to 
the General Conference Moderator, 
Bishop R. Donald Shafer, P.O. Box 
245, Upland, CA 91786; the General 
Conference Secretary, Dr. Arthur 
M. Climenhaga, c / o Upland Manor 
#34, 1125 W. Arrow Highway, Up-
land, CA 91786; or the Personnel 
Secretary, Merle Brubaker, 1860 
Harrington Drive, Lancaster, PA 
17601; or any member of the Board 
of Administration. 
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GMngCod's Way 
r \ s I struggled with the allocation of 
mission funds, I could hear the machines 
at the gold mine a short distance away. 
For perhaps the 50th time I questioned, 
"Lord, why is that gold mine on the 
other side of the mission boundary? If a 
share of that gold mine belonged to the 
mission, we could avoid the difficulty of 
allocating these small sums among needy 
ministries." 
Those thoughts troubled me as an 
inexper ienced mission t reasurer in 
Africa. In retrospect, however, I recog-
nize the benefits gained by our having to 
depend upon Christian living in North 
America for financial support. God had 
planned benefits for North American 
Christians who would give purposefully, 
cheerfully, and enthusiastically. He also 
knew the importance of intercessory 
prayer. And people in North America 
tend to pray more fervently for mission-
aries whom they are supporting financial-
iy-
The Scriptures provide helpful in-
sights concerning God's purpose for our 
giving, biblical principles of giving, and 
the results to expect when we follow 
those principles. 
God's purpose for our giving 
You may have heard that God doesn't 
need our money. He owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills (Psalm 50:10), lots of 
silver and gold (Haggai 2:8), the land 
(Leviticus 25:3), and the whole earth 
(Exodus 10:5). Certainly he can choose 
any of these resources to provide funds 
for the work he wants done. But God 
has put all those resources in someone's 
care—he works through you and me 
when he wants the cattle driven to 
market or the gold mined. 
We can see how important our giving 
is to God by the emphasis it is given in 
scripture. J. E. Crawford found 1,565 
verses in the Bible related only to giving.1 
God knows we must learn to share 
our possessions if we are to develop into 
caring people. He is more interested in 
our spiritual development than he is in 
our money, and he doesn't want our 
money to come between us and him. An 
old proverb says: "The man who is 
wrapped up in himself always makes a 
very small package." And, we might 
add, a very stingy and miserable one as 
well. Our attitude toward money results 
either in spiritual growth or spiritual 
degradat ion. George Ford observes, 
Dr. Donald R. Zook is Executive Secre-
tary/or Brethren in Christ Missions. 
"Money has no moral value in itself but 
takes on moral qualities by the way it is 
handled. Our attitude toward our money 
and our use of it makes it a blight or a 
blessing." 2 
Spiritual growth comes through the 
act of giving. Our actions influence our 
attitudes. Jesus said: "Where your trea-
sure is, there will your heart be also." 
When he saw the rich young ruler had a 
money problem, he advocated action— 
giving those possessions to the poor. 
Jesus knew the act of giving would pro-
vide release f rom the attitudes of cove-
tousness and greed. 
Biblical principles of giving 
Knowing that giving is important for 
our spiritual growth, God has provided 
principles to guide our giving. He com-
manded, and the Israelites practiced, 
tithing. They gave ten percent of all their 
income to God. In Deuteronomy 14:23 
we find that "the purpose of tithing is to 
teach you always to put God first in your 
lives." Those who failed to tithe were 
identified as robbers. Malachi 3:8 states: 
"Will a man rob God? Surely not! and 
yet you have robbed me. What do you 
mean? When did we ever rob you? You 
have robbed me of the tithes and offer-
ings due to me." 
Jesus also approved the tithe. He said, 
"Yes, woe upon you, Pharisees and you 
other religious leaders—hypocrites! For 
you tithe down to the last mint in your 
We can expect 
increased joy in 
our walk with God 
as we obey scriptural 
principles of 
giving, and experience 
the promised results 
of spiritual growth. 
by Donald R. Zook 
garden, but ignore the important things— 
justice and mercy and faith. Yes, you 
should tithe but you should not leave the 
more important things undone" (Mat-
thew 23:23). Since Jesus came to fulfill 
the Law, it seems reasonable to believe 
he fulfilled the law of the tithe. The Pha-
risees sought many ways to accuse Jesus, 
but they never charged him with not 
tithing. If he had not been a practicing 
tither, the Pharisees would probably 
have questioned him about it. Further-
more, Jesus advocated complete obe-
dience to the Law plus a higher standard. 
The Bible further instructs us to give 
to the Lord before spending on our-
selves. In Old Testament times God 
commanded his people to give of the 
first fruits of their fields and vineyards 
and the firstborn of their flocks and 
herds. Proverbs 3:9, 10 states: "Honor 
the Lord by giving him the first part of 
all your income, and he will fill your 
barns with wheat and barley and over-
flow your vats with the finest wines." 
Jesus continued this principle when he 
admonished his people to give first. 
Jesus tells us in Luke 6:38 " . . . if you give 
you will get! Your gift will return to you 
in full and overflowing measure, pressed 
down, shaken together to make room 
for more, and running over. Whatever 
measure you use to give—large or small— 
will be used to measure what is given 
back to you." 
Another biblical principle teaches us 
that when we give to the poor we loan to 
the Lord. This idea is expressed in Pro-
verbs 19:17: "When you help the poor 
you are lending to the Lord—and he 
pays wonderful interest on your loan." 
While in Philadelphia doing graduate 
study, I observed a person on two con-
secutive mornings foraging for food in 
each trash can along the street. I decided 
to give some money to this poor man, 
not f rom my tithes and offerings, but 
f rom my spending money. It was a step 
of faith for me: I would make a loan to 
the Lord. I wanted to see how the Lord 
would return the money as well as the 
rate of interest he would pay. Before the 
end of the week I received an unex-
pected financial benefit which I could 
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identify as the Lord's doing, since "every 
good gift and every perfect gift comes 
f rom above" (James 1:17, KJV). God 
returned the principal plus interest high-
er than the bank would have paid. 
Results of obedient giving 
Our motive in giving should be to 
obey God's commands. However, we 
should be aware that certain results will 
follow as we practice the biblical princi-
ples of giving. 
The Bible emphasizes that Christians 
who give liberally will also receive in 
abundance. After referring to needs for 
food and shelter, Jesus stated in Mat-
thew 6:32, 33: "Your heavenly Father 
already knows perfectly well that you 
need them, and he will give them to you 
if you give him first place in your life." II 
Corinthians 9:6 states: "But remember 
this—if you give little, you will get little. 
A farmer who plants just a few seeds will 
only get a small crop, but if he plants 
much he will reap much." Christians 
should not be surprised when they re-
ceive f rom God after they have given 
liberally. 
But we need to recognize God's pur-
pose in returning abundance to the lib-
eral giver. He does this so we can give 
more. II Corinthians 9:8 explains this 
principle: "God is able to make it up to 
you by giving you everything you need 
and more, so that there will be not only 
enough for your own needs, but plenty 
left over to give joyfully to others." 
God's purpose in supplying abundance 
is not to provide for our own comfort or 
self-indulgence, but for those who are in 
God knows we must 
learn to share 
our possessions if 
we are to develop 
into more caring people. 
need. 
When we give in abundance we find 
ourselves on the path of adventure with 
God. A salesman in the southern part of 
Pennsylvania told me how his job be-
came more meaningful. He made a faith 
promise to missions so large that he had 
to depend upon God to provide it. He 
insured himself against the temptation 
of self-indulgence by committing all 
increase of income to the missions pro-
ject. He said, "It is exciting to me to get 
up in the morning and plan sales con-
tacts . . . I just wonder which of these 
God is going to use to increase my 
commission so I can meet the faith 
promise commitment." His job now not 
only provides for his family's needs, but 
also makes him a partner with God in 
world evangelism. 
And, most excitingly, money used 
according to God's purposes accom-
plishes good for both the recipient and 
the giver. Recently, a national bishop in 
Zimbabwe shared that a number of 
mature, spiritual church leaders wanted 
to study at the Bible Institute in Bula-
wayo, but could not do fulltime study 
because of lack of funds for their sup-
port. Scholarship assistance offered 
through regular church channels cared 
for educational costs, but not food and 
shelter. 
As a Messiah College teacher reflected 
on this need, he thought of an opportun-
ity available to teach on Saturday morn-
ings. His family did not need the income. 
He then realized that each Saturday 
morning's earnings could provide a full 
year's support for a Bible Institute stu-
dent. He cheerfully accepted the teach-
ing assignment, and made an advance 
payment so the Bible training could 
begin immediately. Those Saturday class-
es became spiritual service. 
The challenge 
We who enjoy the affluence of North 
America are obligated to consider our 
use of financial resources in the light of 
the world's needy millions. We should 
work not only to provide for our own 
families, but also to help those in need 
(see Ephesians 4:28). 
Jesus commended giving beyond the 
tithe when he observed the widow who 
gave all her possessions at the temple 
(Luke 21:1,2). We can expect increased 
joy in our walk with God as we obey 
scriptural principles of giving and expe-
rience the promised results of spiritual 
growth. 
' J . E. C r a w f o r d , The Call to Christian Stew-
arc/ship, Lamar and Barton, 1924, p. 100. 
: George Ford, All the Money You Need, 
Word Books, 1979, p. 30. 
Scr ipture quo ta t i ons are f r o m the Living 
Bible. 
Dios estaaqui 
by Martha Sider 
Last Sunday our pastor taught a new 
song, "Dios est^ aqui" (God is here). The 
words say that God is here—as sure as 
the air I breathe, as sure as the morning 
dawns each day, as sure as I sing to you 
and you can hear. The pastor said to 
sing it repeatedly during this week so 
that we will all know it well next Sun-
day. I've been singing and I know the 
words well (although the one line is sung 
pretty fast for my still slow Spanish). 
Still, do I know the meaning of those 
words? Do I believe that God is here? 
Look ing back over the past few 
weeks, I find a most significant response 
to my question. It is found in the com-
mitment of Aura. Aura is a young 
woman member of our church here in 
Guatemala City. She has recently felt 
strongly that she is to leave the city to 
serve God. At first, the pastor discour-
aged her, wanting her to do further 
study. But as time went on, she sought 
the advice of others who affirmed her in 
her desire to go. So two weeks ago she 
came to us as country representatives of 
the Mennonite Central Committee's pro-
gram in Guatemala, asking if we might 
be able to use her. 
We have recognized Aura as a very 
dedicated young person in the activities 
of the church. However, the only possi-
ble place we could use her right now is in 
a program to aid the many homeless and 
hungry in El Quichd, the most-war torn 
department of Guatemala. Most fear to 
enter there even for a visit. We decided 
to make the suggestion to her, admit-
tedly not very hopeful that it would be 
considered seriously. Her unhesitating 
response? "If that's where you can use 
me, I'm ready to go." 
Yes, God is here. He has triumphed 
gloriously and will in the future. I must 
not be so slow to praise him, to recog-
nize his presence even here in the midst 
of oppression, hatred and violence. I 
must accept the challenge of Aura's 
commitment and open myself more to 
God's call to be a suffering servant in his 
kingdom. 
The Siders are in Guatemala under assign-
ment of MCC. 
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Enrique Palacios (center) praying during the ordination service for Julio Gonzales 
Mesa (left) and Juana Garcia Marin (right) on August 28, 1982. Juana pastors the 
Cuatro Caminos congregation, while her husband Julio pastors the second Brethren 
in Christ congregation, in the city of El Nazareno. The brother at the far right is La 
Batida, the founder of the church Los Pinos Nuevos. He is the spiritual father of 
Brother Julio. At 95 years, he has been an evangelist for 80 years and is an architectu-




by Enrique Palacios 
Rev. Enrique Palacios, executive di-
rector of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Nicaragua, recently visited Cuba. He 
files thefollowing report on the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Cuba. 
When I arrived at the airport, Juana 
Garcia, (pastor of the church in Cuatro 
Caminos), Josd Rodriguez and his wife, 
Lourdes, were there to meet me. It was a 
blessing to find them because I felt more 
secure. 
At the house of Juana and Julio, there 
were many brethren to give me wel-
come. That evening the church was 
filled with people who wanted to meet 
me and hear me preach. That same 
night, they asked me to ordain Juana 
and Julio so that they could administer 
the Holy Sacraments to the faithful 
Brethren in Christ in Cuba. The brethren 
have been inviting other pastors f rom 
other missions to administer the Holy 
Sacraments. They do not want to con-
tinue doing this because they have much 
confidence in Julio and Juana. 
On the evening of Sa tu rday , 28 
August, more than 375 people and pas-
tors f rom more than 20 churches attend-
ed a convention. We had a service of 
ordination. I invited all the pastors pres-
ent to participate in the ordination of 
Juana and Julio. The pastors also pray-
ed for the people who were named as 
lay-workers. These were Josd Rodri-
guez, Mat ias Rodriguez, Francisco 
Cabrera and Seberina, one of the found-
ers of the Brethren in Christ churches in 
Cuba. Brethren, I believe that Juana is 
the first lady that has been ordained to 
preach the word of God in our church. 
Now she is Rev. Juana Garcia Marin. 
I had plans to stay only one week, but 
the brethren asked me to teach them our 
Brethren in Christ doctrine and I did 
this with pleasure. Because of this I had 
to stay 15 days, but this was a very short 
time to teach in depth our doctrine. 
Moises Hernandez Cabrera and his 
wife, Margarita Moreira Beltran, Daniel 
Cabrera Coca and Odalis Coca were 
baptized. Also in the 15 days I was there, 
18 persons, both youth and adults, 
accepted Christ. It was marvelous to see 
how the church continues growing. 
I visited the church in the city of El 
Nazareno where Julio, the husband of 
Juana Garcia, is pastor. I had thought 
he was working with the Nazarene Mis-
sion, but this is not so. He is the pastor 
of the second Brethren in Christ Church 
which is in the city of El Nazareno. 
Brethren, the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Cuba is growing every day. 
Daniel Cabrera Coca 
was one of four 
persons baptized. 
Meeting Enrique Palacios at the airport were: (left to right) 
Juana Garcia, Odalys Cabrera Coca, Arturo Granado Morales, 
Lourdes Isabel Pedomo and her husband Jose Francisco 
Rodriguez (lay leader at Cuatro Caminos Church), Sarita 
Barranco Placeres, Daniel Cabrera Coca. (The parents of 
Daniel and Odalys have been members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Cuba for 26 years.) 
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CHRISTIAN LIGHT BOOKSTORES 
S h o p by mai l f o r y o u r loved Se lec t y o u r b o o k s , fill o u t t h e 
o n e s o r f o r y o u r s e l f . o r d e r f o r m o n t h e back a n d 
mai l to : 
C h r i s t i a n L igh t B o o k s t o r e 
1 5 8 E. M a r k e t St . 
N a p p a n e e , IN 4 6 5 5 0 
Hard Cover 
Black Genuine Leather 
The New King James Version 
Gold Edges 
The New International Version 
Economy Edition 
Worship Edition 
Chi ldren 's Edition 
Concordances 
The N1V Complete Concordance 
N1V Handy Concordance 
Cruden's Complete Concordance 
Appointment %$ook 
Daily Planner - 1983 
O n e week open on a page 
Includes a list of names and their charac ter quality 
Address and b i r thday record section 








9 i f l Mooks 
The Treasury of Christian Poetry, Eitel 
Times to Treasure, Alma Barkman 





Hymns for Worship 
Give h y m n book(s) to a n e w church for Chr i s tmas . 














Single copy $ 6.50 
*&ook SSooks 
Daily Bread Cookbook 
Plain old fashioned cooking - 192 pages 
A grea t gif t idea 
Amish Country Cookbook - 295 pages 
iography 
Messenger of Grace, E. Morr i s Sider 
O n the Life of C. N. Hos te t t e r , Jr. 
Lantern in the Dawn, E. Morr i s Sider and Paul Hos te t le r 
Life and wr i t ings of John E. Zercher 
May's Boy, Shirlee M o n t y 
An incredible s tory of love for Leslie Lemke 
Spiral Binding $ 6.95 
Spiral Binding 
Quest for Piety and Obedience, Car l ton O. Witt l inger 
T h e s tory of the Bre th ren in Chr i s t Chu rch - 580 pages 
Carriage and §Family 
Love Life, Ed Whea t 
H o w to fall in love, s tay in love, and rekindle love 
Dr. Dobson Answers Your Questions, James Dobson 
mingles 
Free to be Single, Elva McAllaster 
Singleness is a special gif t f r o m God for 
some of his people 
Dating and Relating, Cher ie Scalf 










Dew Drops, Nellie Weber Cloth 
Scr ip ture and an inspirat ional poem for each day of t he year 
Streams in the Desert, C. C o w m a n Cloth 
Streams in the Desert, Vol. 2, C. C o w m a n Cloth 
Why Isn't God Giving Cash Prizes, Pe te rson Paper 
For Young People 
Does Anyone Care How I Peel, Tengbom Paper 






















God Rescues His People 
Eve MacMaster's second 
volume in the Herald Story 
Bible Series tells how God's 
family becomes the nation of 
Israel and how Moses, the 
servant of God, leads God's 
people out of slavery in Egypt. 
Paper $5.95 
The Sorrel Horse 
Ruth Nulton Moore's sensitive 
story of acceptance of what 
one is, regardless of handicaps 
or background. The story 
includes horses, gymkhana, 
and a haunted mill. 
Paper $3.50 
Loaves and Fishes 
Linda Hunt, Marianne Frase, 
and Doris Liebert created a 
whimsical children's cookbook 
that introduces kids to healthy 
eating in a world of limited 
resources. 120 simple recipes 
that children 7-and-up can 
make themselves to produce 
wholesome foods the whole 
family will like. Illustrated 
throughout with children's art. 
Spiral $6.95 
For Parents 
Inside and Occupied 
Nancy S. Williamson's 
collection of over 500 creative 
ideas, projects, and inspiration 
to help the family provide a 
solid foundation for its 
children intellectually, 
physically, socially, and 
spiritually. 
Paper $9.95 
For Youth SHHHMMHHHHHNMMHNmNIMMH Joining the Army That Sheds No Blood 
Sue C. Steiner explains the 
Bible passages that invite us to 
be peacemakers, and includes 
stories about Christian 
peacemakers today and 
throughout the centuries. 
Here are practical issues 
young peacemakers are facing 
today—career choices, 
military service, the nuclear 
arms race. 
Paper $6.95 
For the Scholar 
Profiles of Radical Reformers 
Hans-Jurgen Goertz edited 
these 21 biographical sketches 
of various 16th-century 
Radical Reformation figures. 
Paper $9.95 
From Word to Life 
Perry Yoder provides a 
complete guide to the modern 
inductive study of the Bible. 
"Few books on Bible study 
method explain how and 
show how. Fewer still seek to 
do this by utilizing current 
biblical scholarship while 
writing for informed 
laypeople. Virtually no books 
with this objective 
demonstrate a competent 
grasp of both the linguistic and 
historical schools of biblical 
interpretation. From Word to 
Life fills the gap with this 
distinctive contribution."— 
Willard M. Swartley 
Paper $12.95 
Perils of Professionalism 
Donald B. Kraybill and Phyllis 
P. Good edited this look at the 
relationship between Christian 
faith and professionalism. 
What effect does one's faith 
have on setting fees, 
protecting monopolies, and 
maintaining professional 




Charles P. De Santo provides 
a fresh, straightforward 
presentation of the basic 
Christian beliefs for his son 
Tim. "The relevance of faith in 
Christ is shown in every letter. 
Passing these truths on to a 
son seems to me to be the 
greatest gift a father could 
give. Giving this book to a son 
or daughter would be a 
tremendous gift."—from the 




Festive Cookies of Christmas 
Norma Jost Voth s newest 
delightful collection of old 
traditions, recipes, and lore of 
the Christmas season. 
Paper $3.25 
The New China 
Winifred Beechy reacquaints 
us with more than one fourth 
of our world neighbors in the 
People's Republic of China. 
We get a glimpse of their daily 
lives—how they work and 
play, fail and succeed, dream 
and hope, live and worship. 
Paper $6.95, 
Breaking Silence 
Donald R. Pellman and Feme 
P. GlickteW the story of Craig 
and Carson Glick, twins who 
were born deaf. The reader 
will discover that the world of 
deaf persons—especially 
children—is anything but 
quiet. Through their 
compelling story, you will grow 
in your understanding of 
deafness and family life. 
Hardcover $10.95 
Paper $6.95 
Facing Nuclear War 
Donald Kraybill "looks despair 
in the eye and gives a reason 
for h o p e . . . . Everyone who is 
waging peace, or thinking of it, 
should read this book."— 
John K. Stoner, MCC U.S. 
Peace Section. "For the 
Christian who may read only 
one book on nuclear 
weapons, that one book 
shoujd be Facing Nuclear 
War."—Edgar Metzler, New 
Call to Peacemaking 
Paper $8.95 
Caring Enough to Hear and Be Heard 
Dauid Augsburger's newest 
"caring enough" book helps 
you learn how to hear as well 
as speak to be heard. 
Paper $4.95 
Children 
Bible-Time Nursery Rhyme Book 
Teaches Bible Stories and makes it f un 
Stories in r h y m e 
Spunky's Diary, Janet te Oke 
Grea t s tory for kids (Big ones too) 
oung people 
Just Like Ice Cream, Lissa Johnson 
"We care so much for each o ther—once won ' t h u r t " 
A m u s t for High School kids 
Crazy Mary; Carmen; 
Teenage Runaway; Vicki, John Benton 
ifcesi Iffellers for Adults 
A call for Chr i s t i ans to change the course of h is tory 




Order Form List selections below 
3.95 
Paper $ 2.95 
2.50ea. 
Strengthening Your Grip, Charles Swindoll Cloth $ 9.95 
Essentials in an Aimless World 
Improving Your Serve, Charles Swindoll Cloth 8.95 
The Art of Unselfish Living 
Change Points, Joyce Landorf Cloth 8.95 
Joyce speaks her mind on women and changes 
It's My Turn, Ruth Bell Graham Cloth 10.95 
The wife of a well-known husband talks about her life 
The New Money System, Mary Stewart Relfe, Ph.D. Paper 4.95 
When Your Money Fails, Mary Stewart Relfe Ph.D. Paper 4.95 
# 1 International Best Seller 
A Christian Manifesto, Francis Schaeffer Paper 5.95 
Quan t i t y 
Orde red Title and Author Price 
Total of Purchases 
Canadians add 20% exchange 
Add $1.00 postage on orders 
under $10.00 
O u r discount to you is f ree f re ight 
on orders over $10.00. 
Total of Check 
Mail to: Chris t ian Light Bookstore 
158 E. Market St. 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Nurses complete one 
project, start another 
Brethren in Christ nurses in Canada 
and the United States contributed 
$5,895.25 toward their 1980-82 project. 
The funds will help pay for the car used 
by Jan Engle, who travels throughout 
Zambia in her role as advisor for the 
Zambian Nurses Christian Fellowship. 
Mona Engle, retiring vice-president of 
the Brethren in Christ Nurses' Associa-
tion, presented the check to Wilmer 
Heisey, representing the missions office, 
during the dinner meeting of the associ-
ation held at General Conference in 
July. 
The new project for 1982-84 is to raise 
$7,000 to $8,000 to establish a fund for 
training Zimbabwean midwives. Stephen 
In response to a request f rom Zim-
babwe's churches, Mennonite Central 
Committee is sending 2,000 metric tons 
of Food Bank wheat plus other food 
items to help alleviate shortages in the 
drought-stricken southwestern part of 
the country. 
Christian Care, a joint service agency 
of churches in Zimbabwe, will use the 
food to provide emergency assistance to 
some of the over 1 million people affect-
ed by one of the coun t ry ' s wors t 
droughts on record. The Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe is one of 
the members of Christian Care. 
In addition to wheat, M C C is sending 
50 metric tons of milk powder, 40 metric 
tons of pinto beans and 25 metric tons of 
vegetable oil. The $515,000 shipment, 
made possible with the help of grants 
f rom the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency and the government 
of Alberta as well as Food Bank, is 
expected to arrive in Zimbabwe by mid-
or late November. 
"The problem is very real," reports 
M C C Zimbabwe and Zambia Country 
Representative Laura Loewen of Win-
nipeg, Man. 
Little or no rain has fallen in Mata-
beleland, a large province in the south-
western part of the country, since Novem-
ber, 1981, drying up ponds and rivers 
and leaving subsistence farmers with 
almost no crops. In Zimbabwe as a 
whole, corn production is only half 
1981 's record-breaking 3 million-ton 
harvest. 
Ndlovu, bishop of the church in Zim-
babwe, spoke at the dinner meeting, out-
lining the need for this medical training. 
Elected as new officers for the 1982-84 
bienpium were Rhoda Herr, president; 
Grace Lehman, secretary; and Lucy 





Mark Charlton, f rom Niagara Chris-
tian College, will be one of several 
speakers at a December 27-30 sympo-
sium on the theme "Conservation/ Ecolo-
gy—A Mennonite Mandate," sponsored 
by the Laurelville Mennonite Church 
Center. 
In addition, Heisey Longacre notes 
that greater needs exist elsewhere in 
Africa. Zimbabwe, despite the shortfall 
in this year's harvest, will still have 
enough corn on hand to feed all its peo-
ple plus export 500,000 metric tons to 
neighboring countries. Under the ex-
change agreement worked out with 
Zimbabwe's Grain Marketing Board, 
the wheat sent by MCC will simply 
allow Christian Care to redistribute 
3,000 metric tons of maize from the 
commercial sector of the country—main-
ly in the northeast—to the food-short 
southwest. 
Through an arrangement worked out 
with Zimbabwe 's Gra in Marke t ing 
Board, Christian Care will receive 3,000 
metric tons of corn in exchange for the 
2,000 metric tons of wheat. It will then 
distribute the corn and other items 
through its network of staff and volun-
teers located throughout the country. 
MCC Co-secretary for Africa Nancy 
Heisey Longacre acknowledges that 
serious questions were raised about the 
advisability of the shipment. After hav-
ing participated along with other donors 
in major aid shipments to Zimbabwe 
following the country's turn to majority 
rule in early 1980, MCC administrators 
had expressed the hope that the country 
would no longer need large-scale mate-
rial aid assistance. 
Factors that went into the decision to 
send the aid to Zimbabwe included the 
availability of large quantities of wheat 
and other food items, the already-proven 
The conservation and ecology themes 
will be addressed f rom ten different 
perspectives. Titles for the major address-
es include "Dominion Reinterpreted," 
"Our Heritage Speaks to Conservation/ 
Ecology," "Success and Failure in Inter-
national Development," and "New Direc-
tions Needed in American Agriculture." 
Other speakers include Frankl in 
Bishop, Don Blosser and John A. Lapp 
(Goshen College), Ron Gingerich and 
A1 Keim (Eastern Mennonite College), 
Calvin Redekop (Conrad Grebel Col-
lege), and church leaders Lawrence 
Hart, John Ruth, and Mary Beth Lind. 
For more information about the sym-
posium, contact Laurelville Mennonite 
Church Center, R. 5, Box 145, Mt. Plea-
sant, Pa. 15666. Phone (412) 423-2056. 
channels in the country to satisfactorily 
distribute such quantities, and MCC's 
close relat ionship with Zimbabwe's 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Says Heisey Longacre, "We have a 
commitment to the Brethren in Christ 
Church, which is active in the part of 
Zimbabwe most affected by drought. By 
responding to the request for aid we are 
saying we want to work with a local 
church and agency to a much greater 
extent than we are saying anything 
about the drought." 
Zimbabwe is only one of several 
countries suffering from a drought that 
is causing harvests to be significantly 
below-average th roughou t southern 
Africa. The Food and Agriculture Organ-
ization notes that Zambia's corn pro-
duction for this year will cover only 65 
percent of its annual consumption re-
quirements. Both South Africa and 
Mozambique report that corn output in 
their countries will be down by over 40 
percent. The government of Botswana 
has declared a drought emergency and is 
requesting international assistance. 
While noting the ability of traditional 
societies to generally accommodate short-
term crop failures, and the potential 
dangers of significant outside interven-
tion, MCC Africa administrators are 
exploring the food situation in several of 
the continent's countries to see whether 
some aid might be appropriate. MCC is 
focusing in particular on countries such 
as Angola and Mozambique, where 
despite great need, inadequate channels 
and infrastructure impede a response. 
—Bernie J. Bayless, MCC Information 
Services 
MCC drought aid to Zimbabwe 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Cedar Heights congregation reports receiv-
ing six persons into fellowship on Sunday, Sept. 5. 
Dr. Jake Thiessen, professor at Messiah College, 
was the guest speaker for a Family Life Confer-
ence on September 19. • Sunday, Oct. 3, was the 
groundbreaking service for the Chambersburg 
congregation for the building of a new 400 seat 
sanctuary. Completion of the project is set for 
May 1983 and much work will be done by 
members of the congregation. 
Revival services were held by the Green Grove 
Church the week of Sept. 19. Earl Herr, pastor of 
the Martinsburg Church, challenged the congre-
gation. • The Mountain Anthems from Salisbury 
presented a program to the Montgomery congre-
gation on Sunday morning, Oct. 3. 
The Spring Hope congregation reports holding 
a Galilean Service on Sunday evening, Sept. 26. 
Curtis Bryant, pastor of the Clear Creek congrega-
tion, was the speaker. 
A reception was held in the Messiah College 
Dining Room on Saturday, August 14, to cele-
brate the 50th wedding anniversary of Dr. and 
Mrs. Henry A. Ginder. The event was hosted by 
the couple's three sons and daughter and their 
spouses. Dr. Ginder is a minister in the Brethren in 
Christ Church and served as bishop of the Atlantic 
and Allegheny Conferences. The Ginders are now 
living in Messiah Village. 
Atlantic Conference 
John Drescher was the resource speaker for the 
Family Life Conference which the Elizabethtown 
congregation held on Saturday and Sunday, Octo-
ber 16-17. • A Missions Conference was held by 
the Fairland congregation on Sept. 22, 25-26. 
Speakers included Dora Myers, Mike Holland, 
Kent Byer, Phil Byers, Louis Cober, and Ben and 
Eunice Stoner. 
The Holden Park congregation held a "Discov-
ery Conference" on October 29-30. Bishop John 
Joe and Ann Ginder raise many fruits and 
vegetables on their 90'x 90' plot of ground. 
Some are preserved for use this winter. 
and tasty entries like Broccoli Salad, Whole 
Wheat Potato Buns, Creamy Celery-Zucchini 
Soup, Baked Soy Beans, Pig Stomach, Green 
Tomato Pie, Eggplant Casserole, Apple Bisque 
Pie, and Zucchini Pineapple Dessert. 
Following the meal, time was spent together 
discussing how we can benefit from the displays 
and ideas given and also what we can do as a 
congregation to promote "living more with less." 
Excerpts from the book with the same name by 
Doris Janzen Longacre were shared by several 
individuals. 
The Manheim (Pa.) congregation observed 
Family Life Sunday on September 26. using the 
theme, "Living More With Less." 
In the afternoon, various members displayed 
items they have made or use which helps them live 
more economically. Such things as homemade 
toys, tools, cereal, noodles, clothes, gifts, and nee-
dlework were displayed and explained. Other 
money-saving ideas such as backpacking for a 
vacation, tree grafting, wallpapering your home, 
Mennoniting Your Way, and raising, preserving, 
and frying your own fruits and vegetables were 
demonstrated. 
A shared meal followed with many interesting 
The Carl Ginder family enjoys backpacking 
as an economical way to see the country and 
spend time together as a family. 
Byers was the speaker and discussion leader. • A 
program by the ladies from Teen Challenge Girls' 
Home in Philadelphia was presented to the Mas-
tersonville congregation on Oct. 3. The program 
was sponsored by the Christ's Crusaders. 
Canadian Conference 
Arthur and Verna Heise were installed recently 
as the associate pastoral couple at Bertie Church. 
The congregation welcomed them with a get-
acquainted tea. • An outdoor service was held by 
the Meadowvale congregation in the Lake Aqui-
taine Amphitheatre. Sue and Dana Osburn pres-
ented the music. 
The Canadian Conference Youth Retreat was 
hosted by the New Life congregation and was held 
Oct. 15-17. • Nine persons were welcomed into 
fellowship by the Wainfleet congregation recently. 
Central Conference 
A singing group from Bethel College, "One 
Accord," ministered to the Bethel Community 
congregation on Sunday, Oct. 10. Rev. Bedsaul 
Agee was the evangelist for Spiritual Life Services 
on Oct. 26-31. • The Dayton congregation reports 
that twelve persons were baptized during the 
month of September. 
Doug Sider, pastor of Massey Place congre-
gation (Canadian Conference), was the speaker 
for the "Five Nights to Grow By" services held by 
the Fairview Church. • A Missions Conference 
was held by the Nappanee congregation on Oct. 23 
and 24. Those sharing were Nokotula Mpofu, 
Steve and Mary Holland and Arlene Miller. 
Guest speaker at the Union Grove Church on 
Sunday morning, Oct. 17, was Rev. Arthur 
Climenhaga. 
Midwest Conference 
A leadership training session was led by Pastor 
Charles Rickel at the Bethany Church, following 
the Sunday evening service on October 3. 
The Mountain View congregation will be hold-
ing training sessions for their Caring System. • A 
Marriage and Family Enrichment Seminar was 
held by the Zion congregation on Oct. 29-31. Ruth 
and Eber Dourte were the resource couple. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino Church hosted the Women's Fel-
lowship Missionary Retreat of the Pacific Confer-
ence on Saturday, Nov. 6. • John Shantz gave a 
presentation to the Labish congregation on the 
church's ministry to the handicapped on Sunday 
evening, Oct. 24. 
For The Record 
Births 
Areford: George Andrew, Aug. 30; George and 
Dawn Areford, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Auker: Michael Willow, Aug. 20; Aaron and 
Annabell Auker, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Buckwalter: Jamie Nicole, Sept. 26; Dwight 
and Lorie Buckwalter, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Camp: Zachary Aaron, Sept. 18; John and 
Kimberly Camp, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
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Dunlap: Krissie Luray, Sept. 29; Don and 
Joyce Dunlap, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Engle: Alanna Michele, Aug. 20; Wendell and 
Michele Engle, Mountain View congregation, Co. 
Foust: Maria Anne, Oct. 5; Rod and Sandy 
Foust, Lakeview congregation, Mi. 
Heggen: Mark Holderread, Sept. 28; Richard 
and Carolyn Heggen, Sandia congregation, NM. 
Homsher: Julia Louise, Sept. 22; Andrew and 
Eatha Homsher, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Keller: Heather Jean, Sept. 18; Philip and 
Cindy Keller, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Leaman: Timothy Paul, Oct. 11; Steve and 
Dawn Leaman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Moore: Christie Michelle, Oct. 2; Vance and 
Darcy Moore, Lakeview congregation, Mi. 
Oswald: Jason Eugene, Sept. 2; Tom and Lee 
Ann Oswald, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Raser: Andrew Carl, Sept. 27; Carl and Jane 
Raser, Diamond Bar, Ca. 
Rice: Randall E., June 10; chosen by Rodney 
and Sandi Rice, Green Spring congregation, Pa. 
Sheaffer: Lucas John, Sept. 10; Terry and 
Melissa Sheaffer, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Shotsberger: Curtis Matthew, Aug. 18; Kerry 
and Annette Shotsberger, Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Tan: Setha, Sept. 27; Yim Sry and Mancheary 
Tan, Fairview congregation, Oh. 
Valle: Rebecca Jeanette, Oct. 7; Tom and 
Wendy Valle, Lakeview congregation, Mi. 
Weddings 
Allen-Strite: Lois Marie, daughter of Gerald 
and Esther Strite, and Curtis Ray, son of Howard 
and Mary Allen, Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 11, in 
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ralph Palmer officiating. 
Breneman-Groff: Renee S., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Groff, Lancaster, Pa., and James 
L., son of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Breneman, Colum-
bia, Pa., Sept. 18, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Dies-Cline: Charlotte, daughter of Bobby and 
Linda Cline, and Ronald, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Dies, both of Dayton, Oh., Oct. 2, with 
Rev. Henry Chafin officiating. 
Dressier-Gray: Kathleen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Gray, and Robert, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Dressier, Oct. 2, in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Ebersole-Dechert: Jodi Dechert and Kenneth 
Ebersole Jr., both of Annville, Pa., Sept. 25, in the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl 
Musser officiating. 
Good-Gamber: Julia, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Gamber, Lancaster, Pa., and Clay-
ton, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Good, Lampeter, 
Pa., Oct. 2, in the Refton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John A. Brubaker officiating. 
Greiser-Garis: Karen, daughter of Mrs. Elaine 
Garis, Telford, Pa., and Wilmer Garis, Jr., Sou-
derton, Pa„ and Terry, son of Mr. and Mrs. Titus 
E. Greiser, Jr., Souderton, May 8, in the Souder-
ton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. 
Andrew Stoner officiating. 
Henry-Bledsoe: Phyllis, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marius Bledsoe, Manchester, Ks., and 
Ronald, son of Iva May Cook, Abilene, Ks., and 
Charles Henry, Wichita, Oct. 2, in the Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan 
and Rev. David Wine officiating. 
Honeywell-Musser: Anne Louise, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Z. Musser, Grantham, 
Pa., and Charles, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Clinton 
Honeywell, Montrose, Pa., Oct. 16, in the Com-
munity Bible Church, Rochester, NY., with Rev. 
Richard Belcher and Ronald Honeywell, brother 
of the groom, officiating. 
Mansell-Peachey: Deborah K., daughter of 
Simon and Esther Peachey, Belleville, Pa., and 
John R., son of Gerald and Frances Mansell, 
Bellefonte, Pa., Oct. 2, in the Locust Grove Men-
nonite Church, Belleville, with Rev. John L. 
Rosenberry and Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter officiat-
ing. 
Roberts-Hoover: Anna G„ daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Herbert Hoover, East Berlin, Pa., and 
Kenneth D., son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Roberts, 
Jr., Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 25, in the Morning Hour 
Chapel with the father of the bride officiating. 
Schaeffer-Burkholder: Gloria Marie, daughter 
of Harry and Margaret Burkholder, and Ted Wil-
liam Jr., son of Ted Schaeffer and Roda Shields, 
both Shippensburg, Pa., Oct. 2, in the Air Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ralph 
Palmer officiating. 
Statler-Eberly: Kimberly Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Eberly, State Line, Pa., and 
Ronald Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Statler, Greencastle, Pa., Oct. 9, in the Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur 
Benner officiating. 
Thrush-Benner: Loreen Faithe, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur Benner, Greencastle, Pa., 
and Daryl Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Thrush, Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 25, in the 
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with father of 
the bride and Rev. Lynn Thrush, cousin of the 
groom, officiating. 
Wallace-Ganton: Ruth Anne Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. David Ganton, Welland, Ont., 
and Frank James, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wal-
lace, London, Ont., Oct. 9, in the Ontario Bible 
College Chapel with Rev. Leonard J. Chester 
officiating. 
Weisel-Cooke: Cynthia Cooke, Lena, II., and 
David Weisel, Morrison, II., Aug. 14, in the Free-
port Mennonite Church. 
Yoder-Myers: Mildred E. Myers, Marion, Pa., 
and Abe S. Yoder, Belleville, Pa., Sept. 26, in the 
Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
J o h n Rosenber ry and Rev. L o m e Lichty 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bearss: Mrs. Beatrice Bearss, Ridgeway, Ont., 
born March 27, 1897, died Sept. 21, 1982. She was 
married to Chester Bearss who preceded her in 
death on May 5, 1969. She is survived by two sons: 
Ross and Leo; a daughter, Thelma Sider; six 
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. She 
was a member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Dwayne Hulett. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
French: Mrs. Gladys Schneider French, born 
May 5, 1904 in Shiawasee Co., Mi., died Sept. 25, 
1982 in Ridgeway, Ont. She was the daughter of 
Bishop and Mrs. Henry Schneider. She was mar-
ried to Lloyd French who survives. Also surviving 
are a son, Dr. Donald; three daughters: Grace, 
Lorna Fretz, and Dr. Alice Andrews; two sisters; 
two brothers; and six grandchildren. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Bethel Brethren in 
Christ Church (Merrill, Mi.), by Rev. Jay Sisco 
and Rev. Bedsaul Agee. A memorial service was 
also held in the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church 
by Rev. Ross Nigh. Interment was in the Ridge-
lawn Cemetery, Mi. 
Hotter: Henry H. Hoffer, born in Rapho Twp., 
Pa., died Sept. 25, 1982 in the Lancaster Osteopa-
thic Hospital, Pa., at the age of 86. He was the son 
of Allen B. and Fannie Hershey Hoffer. He was 
married to Elsie Heagy Hoffer who preceded him 
in death. Surviving are a daughter, Dorothy 
Kupp; 3 grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. 
He was a member of the Mastersonville Brethren 
in Christ Church where the funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. James Ketner. Interment was 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
Jackson: Mrs. Ruth Jackson, born April 19, 
1919, died April 15, 1982. She was married to 
Charles Jackson who survives. She was a member 
of the Green Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
where she was active in the Sunday school pro-
gram. Rev. Thomas Bouch conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Kreiner: Mrs. Edna Kreiner, Manheim, Pa., 
born in Mastersonville, Pa., died Sept. 11, 1982 in 
the Lancaster Osteopathic Hospital, Pa., at the 
age of 78. She was the daughter of John B. and 
Amanda Gish Bradley. She was married to Henry 
C. Kreinerwho preceded herin death in 1965. She 
is survived by three sons: J. Kenneth, Eugene, and 
Donald; two daughters: Thelma J. Rider and Etta 
M. Gibble; 12 grandchildren; and ^great-grand-
children. She was a member of the Mastersonville 
Brethren in Christ Church where she had served as 
secretary-treasurer of the Senior Bible Sunday 
School Class. Rev. James Ketner conducted the 
funeral service in the Mastersonville Church. 
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
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More than twenty 
' questions 
"Question number one. Question." A 
hush falls. The eight contestants freeze, 
poised on the edge of their seats, every 
muscle taut, their gaze intent on the 
quizmaster. The slightest movement can 
set off a light. The quizmaster's ruling of 
"Correct" or "Sorry" can transform a 
team f rom tense silence to wild jubila-
tion or deep dejection. The kind of 
excitement found in Bible quiz competi-
tions does not appeal to everyone, but I 
thrive on it. In the last three years, Bible 
quizzing is the key through which I have 
developed confidence, realized the priori-
ty the Bible demands, and experienced 
the power of prayer. 
At first, my point that confidence is 
both a prerequisite for and a result of 
Bible quizzing seems contradictory. But 
in order to enjoy quizzing I must start 
with at least a tiny spark of self-confi-
dence. My assurance rapidly grows as I 
answer questions correctly, learn to an-
ticipate the complete question, and rea-
son out difficulties within the allotted 
time. In addition, I develop confidence 
in my teammates. It is this faith in one 
another , this trust and interdependency, 
which builds a strong team. Each person 
contributes his or her own special gift to 
the team. My confidence, whether or 
not it had to be nurtured and coaxed, 
does not dissolve as soon as the final 
score is announced. Instead it blossoms 
and bears fruit, reaching out into new 
areas. 
Cheryl Mann read this essay at the Quiz 
Teams' Get-acquainted evening preceding 
the playoffs at General Conference last July. 
She was the high scorer on the Mechanics-
burg (Pa.) congregation's quiz team. 
In this day of hurry and bustle, with 
constant demands on my time and 
numerous things competing simultane-
ously for my attention, it is extremely 
difficult to give Bible study the position 
it requires. A list of priorities must be set 
down and adhered to even against my 
natural desires. Giving priority to the 
Bible does not cause my school work to 
fall behind. On the contrary, my man-
agement of time improves and God 
blesses my efforts. As a simple example, 
the first year on the team I received 
higher grades the second semester dur-
ing the quizzing season than in the first 
semester. Once the habit of Bible study 
is formed, I feel a void at the end of the 
season. If I ignore this yearning, I soon 
lapse back into old habits with Bible 
study near the bot tom or completely 
deleted f rom my list. On the other hand, 
if I satisfy my need with meaningful 
study, my growth continues as I explore 
God's word. 
When I am involved in the grind of 
daily routine, I sometimes lose sight of 
the fact that God is intensely concerned 
and vitally interested in the details of my 
life. But during a quiz I am conscious of 
God's presence with me at all times. In 
answer to prayer he gives me the strength 
and determination to keep going when I 
feel discouraged. He calms my nerves 
and uncer ta inty when the pressure 
builds; he clears my mind of conflicting 
thoughts and enables me to recall his 
word. Through quizzing I not only 
receive assurance that God hears my 
prayers but he also instructs me how to 
pray. At crucial moments I am stopped 
mid-thought and obliged to reconstruct 
my prayer to "Your will be done, Lord." 
Whether the final score leaves my 
team ahead or behind, I do not lose. For 
the sense of satisfaction and the personal 
and spiritual benefits gained through 
Bible quizzing have far exceeded my 
expectations. 
Time to begin-. 
Now is the time to begin organizing a Bible quiz team in your congrega-
tion. Quizzing for the 1982-83 season will be on the books of Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians (New International Version, 1978 
edition). 
The denominational playoffs will be held the last week of August during 
the Canadian Conference Youth Camp at the Niagara Holiness camp 
meeting. Mark Hess is the General Conference Quizmaster. 
Bible quizzing is sponsored by the Board of Christian Education of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. For more information or help in beginning a 
quiz program in your congregation, contact Mark Hess in care of the 
Board of Christian Education at 500 S. Angle St., Mt. Joy, PA 17552. 
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Reader Survey 
from page 16 
Ninety-four percent also found the lay-
out to be appealing and the headlines 
stimulating interest in the articles. 
Ninety-seven percent responded that 
the print in the Visitor is easy to read 
and that the writing generally commun-
icates. Only 16 percent of the respond-
ents said the writing was too difficult, 
while 11 percent suggested it is at times 
too low. 
In passing, it is interesting to compare 
this reader evaluation with a recent brief 
study of the Visitor's readability as 
charted on the Edward Fry Graph for 
Estimating Readability—Extended. Ten 
articles f rom four different issues were 
tested according to the formula, which is 
based on the number of sentences and 
syllables per 100 words. The average 
readability was at the 12th grade level 
(readability ranged f rom 8th grade to 
17+). The Fry formula, however, does 
not take into account a number of vari-
ables, such as sentence structure, the 
subject matter of the article, or the inter-
est of the reader. 
Profile of respondents 
Slightly over half of the persons re-
sponding to the survey were women (56 
percent). Three-fourths of the persons 
completing the form were married, with 
18 percent unmarried, 7 percent widow-
ed, and 1 percent separated or divorced. 
Chart 2 GENERAL EVALUATION OF THE VISITOR 
H e l p s m e u n d e r s t a n d i s s u e s 
f a c i n g t h e c h u r c h 
G i v e s s a t i s f a c t i o n a b o u t b e l o n g i n g 
t o B I C c h u r c h 
A r t i c l e s a r e t o o s h o r t 
M o s t l y 
D i s a g r e e 
N o 
O p i n i o n 
M o s t l y 
A g r e e 
A r t i c l e s a r e t o o l o n g 
N o t e n o u g h c o n t e m p o r a r y 
a r t 
V i s u a l e l e m e n t s a r e a p p r o p r i a t e 
t o o u r t h e o l o g y 
T h e Visitor is b l a n d 
a n d u n e x c i t i n g 
M o r e s p a c e s h o u l d b e 
g i v e n t o c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s 
P r o v i d e s a d e q u a t e h e l p in p r o m o t i n g 
h o l i n e s s a n d d i s c i p l e s h i p 
I g e t s p i r i t u a l u p l i f t f r o m 
r e a d i n g m o s t i s s u e s 
P r o v i d e s a d e q u a t e h e l p in p r o m o t i n g 
p e a c e m a k i n g 
E d i t o r i a l p r a c t i c e is 
f a i r a n d b a l a n c e d 
Visitor m e e t s n e e d s o f t h e 
v a r i o u s s e g m e n t s o f B I C c h u r c h 
P r e f e r a 3 2 - p a g e m o n t h l y 
2 5 % 6 7 % 
7 9 % 9 % 12% 
The age breakdown of persons complet-
ing the form was: 
under 25 — 6% 
25 to 34 — 21% 
35 to 44 — 17% 
45 to 54 — 18% 
55 to 64 — 14% 
65 and older — 24% 
In nearly three-quarters of the house-
holds represented, more than one per-
son regularly reads the Visitor (one 
reader—27 percent; two—59 percent; 
three—10 percent; four or more—4 per-
cent). The ages of those other readers is 
as follows: 
under 15 — 4% 
15 to 24 — 17% 
25 to 34 — 19% 
35 to 44 — 15% 
45 to 54 — 14% 
55 to 64 — 14% 
65 or older — 17% 
Slightly over 14 percent of the 782 
adult readers represented in the survey 
had not completed high school, while 
another 14 percent had earned masters 
or doctors degrees. 
not completing high school — 14% 
high school graduate — 22% 
some college/tech. school — 20% 
graduate of college/tech. 
school — 22% 
some post-graduate work — 7% 
earned master's degree — 10% 
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14 Evangelical Visitor 
Twenty-five percent say they read the 
Visitor "cover to cover," and nearly 50 
percent more read most of it, while 16 
percent suggest they often read about 
half of each issue. Nearly 80 percent 
usually read the magazine within two or 
three days of its arrival (half of them 
reading it on the same day it arrives). 
And surprisingly, over 75 percent say 
the Visitor usually arrives within a week 
of publication date. 
Readers were invited to list other reli-
gious magazines they received. In order 
of their popularity, the "top fifteen" 
were: therefore (received in over half the 
homes), Decision, Christianity Today, 
World Vision, Christian Reader, Guide-
posts, Radar News, Moody Monthly, 
Festival Quarterly, Campus Life, So-
journers, Eternity, Good News Broad-
caster, Christian Herald, and United 
Evangelical Action. 
One-third (34 percent) of the respon-
dents reported that television was their 
most important source for non-religious 
news. Newspapers came in a close second 
(32 percent). Radio was favored by 22 
percent, with news magazines trailing 
with 9 percent. In terms of homes receiv-
ing news magazines, Newsweek was pre-
ferred by 30 percent, Time by 20 per-
cent, U.S. News and World Report by 
25 percent, and Macleans by 3 percent. 
NEXT: Suggestions for the future 
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Reasons to be thankful 
"Don' t let your joy have any connection with how your enterprise is going, 
whether it is how your cabbages are growing or how your staff is shaping up. 
Your joy is a state of your spirit." 
It was in the mid-'50s, and Mennonite missions executive Don Jacobs was 
leading a workshop session during an orientation for Brethren in Christ 
mission workers. He listed eleven "Jacobs' proverbs on how to live happily in 
the Third World." The idea of separating our joy f rom the way our cabbages 
are growing came back to me as I pondered an editorial on gratefulness, to 
appear mid-way between Canadian and American celebrations of thanks-
giving. 
As surely as joy is a state of our spirit, so is the art of giving thanks. Each of 
us, thinking back over the past year, could focus on any number of problems if 
we chose to do so. Unemployment, inflation, international tensions, difficul-
ties in our families, illnesses and death—the list might be quite long and quite 
accurate. Nevertheless, if we pause to contemplate the full extent of God's 
goodness and mercy, and the blessings which we have received, who among us 
could not at the same time find ample reasons for gratitude? 
Reflection on the economic difficulties faced by many Visitor readers led 
me to research what the editor wrote on the subject of thanksgiving during the 
depression some fifty years ago. I discovered that while V. L. Stump recog-
nized the bleakness of the situation, he still found reasons for gratitude. In 
1931 he wrote: 
"Notwithstanding the fact that markets have crashed, fortunes have van-
ished, business has slumped, banks have failed and thousands of mortgages 
are being foreclosed and many, many men are out of employment, we still 
believe that there are things for which we should give t h a n k s . . . . 
"The past year has brought a bountiful harvest of golden mornings, and 
gorgeous sunsets with crisp clear nights. The heavens still declare the glory of 
God and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 
"Most of us have good neighbors and kind, intelligent, cultured friends with 
whom we make daily contact. Others are freely pouring out of their hearts 
streams of love which lighten our burdens and make our pathways cheerful. 
"We have an accumulation of material wealth such as no nation perhaps 
ever possessed before. True, it may not all be distributed as it should be, but on 
the other hand there has been an abundance of good things to eat and many 
who have abundance have shared bountifully with those less fortunate . . . . 
"Aside f rom these material blessings, we have the privilege of living in one 
of the greatest eras of history. We are living in the age when the Holy Spirit of 
God is given to everyone who will yield themselves to God and receive him. 
With his coming into the life there comes an equipment of power for service, 
where the believer is enabled to do exploits for the King of kings. The 
opportunity to give forth the message of salvation with the resultant experien-
ces of personal salvation is a most marvelous achievement. We should be 
thankful for the Gospel of the living God which is the only hope of men and 
nations. 
"There has never been a time, no matter how dark the days seemed nor how 
low the clouds of trouble hung, that God did not hear . . . . 
"We should be thankful for the Word of God; for its marvelous influence 
upon the lives of men. We should be thankful for the opportunity of spreading 
its knowledge to the uttermost parts of the world and last, but not least, 
despite the losses which we may have sustained in a financial way, we should 
be thankful that in Jesus Christ we have a glorious inheritance reserved in 
heaven, 'An inheritance incorruptible and undefiled that fadeth not away'." 
Now, can you find some reasons for giving thanks to God? G 
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Readership Questionnaire 
Readers take a close 
look at the Visitor 
D 
In such areas as visual appeal, reading 
level and general editorial balance, 
readers are generally pleased with the 
Evangelical Visitor. A high percentage, 
however, would appreciate greater news 
coverage, particularly at the congrega-
tional level. These are a few of the con-
clusions one may draw f rom the respons-
es to the Readers Survey, which was 
conducted earlier this year. 
Distributed as an insert in the maga-
zine, the four-page questionnaire gave 
readers the opportunity to evaluate the 
Visitor and make suggestions for im-
provement. Several of the 20 questions 
were also designed to give us informa-
tion about the readership, such as age, 
educational background, and involve-
ment in the life of the church. Four 
hundred and thirty-nine responses have 
been received to date. 
In terms of content, 78 percent indi-
cated they feel the Visitor speaks ade-
quately to Christians in contemporary 
society. More biblical studies were en-
couraged (by 58 percent), while 37 per-
cent felt there has been too little empha-
sis on the inner spiritual life. Neverthe-
less, 71 percent were in general agree-
ment with the statement, "I get a spirit-
ual uplift f rom reading most issues." 
Church news and the listings of births, 
deaths and weddings received the high-
est marks for sections "always read." On 
the other hand, book reviews received 
the greatest "never read" or "do not 
recall" responses. And evidently no one 
"always" reads the section entitled "The 
Contemporary Scene," although over 
two-thirds of the readership generally 
reads this section. The popularity of the 
various Visitor sections is summarized 
on Chart 1. 
Chart 2 records the responses to 14 
general questions of evaluation. Read-
ers appear to be pleased with the average 
length of articles (lines 3 and 4), as well 
as the overall editorial policy (line 12). 
And the entire editorial and production 
staff is pleased to know that the Visitor 
is not perceived to be bland and unexcit-
ing (line 7). 
In terms of graphics, 94 percent said 
that the Visitor carries an adequate 
number of photos and illustrations, 
while 97 percent felt the photography 
enhanced the content (only 94 percent 
felt the same about the illustrations). 
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Chart 1 HOW OFTEN DO YOU READ EACH SECTION? 
F e a t u r e 
A r t i c l e s 
M a j o r N e w s 
I t e m s 
> M i s s i o n 
A r t i c l e s 
C h r i s t i a n 
Ed. A r t i c l e s 
C h u r c h N e w s 
C o n t e m p o r a r y 
S c e n e 
* * B o o k 
R e v i e w s 
N j j , M C C 
N e w s 
$// R e a d e r s 
R e s p o n d 
D i a l o g u e Ed i t o r i a l s 
Where do you live? 
M e t r o a r e a ( o v e r 100 ,000) 
S u b u r b 7 % 
C e n t r a l C i t y 6 % 
U r b a n (25 ,000 t o 99 ,000 ) 
S u b u r b 8 % 
C e n t r a l C i t y 4 % 
U r b a n (2 ,500 t o 25 ,000) 2 1 % 
U r b a n (1 ,000 t o 2 ,500) 6 % 
V i l l age , t o w n , h a m l e t 
( u n d e r 1 ,000) 1 3 % 
R u r a l n o n f a r m 2 0 % 
R u r a l f a r m 1 5 % 
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